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DETAILED ACTION 
Prosecution History 

This Prosecution History is presented to clarify the record. 
On 23 July 2001 , applicant filed the instant application. There are no claims to 
priority. 

On 10 September 2001 , applicant filed a preliminary amendment, amending 
claims 23 and 46. 

On 27 September 2004, the Examiner issued an Election Requirement. 
On 24 November 2004, applicant elected Invention I, claims 1-16. 
On 7 March 2005, the Examiner issued a non-final rejection of claims 1-16 as 
anticipated by Li. 

On 20 June 2005, applicant filed a response to the Office Action. 

On 22 November 2005, the Examiner rejected claims 1-16 as unpatentable over 

Lin. 

On 23 January 2006, applicant filed an after-final request for reconsideration. 
On 15 February 2006, the Examiner issued an Advisory Action. 
On 7 March 2006, applicant requested Continued Examination and filed an 
amendment. 



Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
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application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 7 March 
2006 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

On 7 March 2006, applicant cancelled claims 1-16 and added claims 50-65. 
Claims 17-65 are pending, of which claims 17-49 are withdrawn from 
consideration. Claims 50-65 will be examined. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 7 Mach 2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. Applicant's arguments fail to comply with 37 CFR 1 .1 1 1 (b) because 
they amount to a general allegation that the claims define a patentable invention without 
specifically pointing out how the language of the claims patentably distinguishes them 
from the references. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 50-65 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Weiss (PG-PUB 2002/0178364 A1). 
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As per claim 50, Weiss discloses method(s) for processing an order placed by 
an address owner to a merchant for merchandise, comprising the steps of: 
receiving from the merchant a query to an online address directory the query 
containing an address owner ID (see, for example, at least Fig. 10, reference 1002) 
determining from the address directory, a shipping address of the address owner that 
is effective on the delivery date (see, for example, at least Fig. 1 1 and related 
description, as in paragraphs 0088-0092); and 

transmitting to the merchant, information for printing a coded shipping label (see, for 
example, reference 1014, Fig. 10, paragraph 0087), the shipping label readable by a 
shipper (see, for example, paragraph 0087, Fig. 1 1 , steps 1 106 and 1110), the label 
containing the address of the address owner valid on the delivery date (see, for 
example, references to date duration during which an address is valid, as in paragraph 
0088). 

Weiss discloses validating addresses to which a item is mailed and the duration 
in which the addresses will remain valid (paragraph 0088). Weiss also discloses that an 
address may change temporarily, permanently or frequently, as in paragraph 0088. 
Weiss also discloses that an owner may have parcels shipped to permanent and 
temporary addresses, current locations, known schedules, as in paragraph 0092: 

...The person can also automatically provide for address changes where the person 
moves according to a known schedule. Thus, deliveries to be made on a weekday could 
be directed to one address and deliveries on a weekend to another address; or deliveries 
during winter months to one address and during summer months to a different address. 

Weiss does not specifically disclose the each entry includes a date range during 
which said address is effective. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
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the art at the time the invention was made to extend Weiss to disclose other fields in an 
address owner's entry, such as date range. One of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made would have been motivated to extend Weiss to disclose other 
fields in an address owner's entry, such as date range, for the obvious reason that 
winter months have a beginning date and an ending date, while summer months have 
different start and end dates. 

Weiss does not specifically disclose that the merchant's query includes a 
shipping delivery date. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to include, in a merchant's query, a shipping delivery 
date. One of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have 
been motivated to include, in a merchant's query, a shipping delivery date, for the 
obvious reason that if a merchant wishes to ship an item during the winter, the merchant 
would need to specify that he intends to ship the item on specific dates. Otherwise, the 
merchandise would arrive at an owner's other address, possibly creating an irate 
customer. 

As per claim 51, Weiss discloses the use of the Internet and the use of links to 
access different parts of the system. Weiss does not specifically disclose that receiving 
from the merchant a query to an online address directory comprises receiving a first 
hyperlink to a first hyperlinked page in the directory. Official Notice is taken that the use 
of hyperlinks on the Internet was old and well known at the time of applicant's invention, 
and well within the skill of one of ordinary skill in the art. 
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Therefore, It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine Weiss and knowledge of one of ordinary skill to 
disclose receiving from the merchant a query to an online address directory comprises 
receiving a first hyperlink to a first hyperlinked page in the directory. 

O ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have been 
motivated to combine Weiss and knowledge of one of ordinary skill to disclose receiving 
from the merchant a query to an online address directory comprises receiving a first 
hyperlink to a first hyperlinked page in the directory for the obvious reason that 
hyperlinks permit easy access to otherwise confusing addresses on the Internet. 

As per claim 52, Weiss does not specifically disclose that the query from the 
merchant further contains a first key evidencing the address owner's permission to query 
the directory. See, for example, at least Fig. 10, item 1002. 

As per claim 53, Weiss discloses that the shipping label is not readable by the 
merchant. See, for example, Fig. 1 1 , reference 1 104. 

As per claim 54, Weiss discloses receiving from the shipper a query containing 
an identifier (Fig. 1 1 , item 1 106, for example); and transmitting to the shipper a second 
key for decoding the shipping label to obtain the shipping address for the address owner on 
the delivery date. See, for example, Fig. 1 1 , items 1 108 and 1110. 

As per claim 55, Weiss discloses the use of the Internet and the use of links to 
access different parts of the system. Weiss does not specifically that the second key is a 
second hyperlink to a second hyperlinked page in the online address directory. Official 
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Notice is taken that the use of hyperlinks on the Internet was old and well known at the 
time of applicant's invention, and well within the skill of one of ordinary skill in the art. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to extend Weiss to disclose that second key is a second hyperlink 
to a second hyperlinked page in the online address directory. 

One of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have been 
motivated to extend Weiss to disclose that second key is a second hyperlink to a second 
hyperlinked page in the online address directory for the obvious reason that hyperlinks 
permit easy access to otherwise confusing addresses on the Internet. 

As per claim 56, Weiss discloses the steps of: transmitting a first key to the 
merchant to include in the query (Fig. 10, item 1002 and related text, for example) and 
transmitting a second key to the shipper for decoding the shipping label (as in Fig. 1 1 , 
item 1 106, for example). 

As per claim 57, Weiss discloses the steps of by the merchant, affixing the label 
to the merchandise and forwarding the merchandise to the shipper (see, for example, at 
least Fig. 10, reference 1016 and related text); and by the shipper, decoding the shipping 
label to obtain said shipping address for said address owner on said date of delivery (See, 
for example, at least Fig. 1 1 and references 1 108 and 1110). 

Claim 58 is rejected on the same grounds as claim 50. 

Claim 59 is rejected on the same grounds as claim 51 . 

Claim 60 is rejected on the same grounds as claim 52. 

Claim 61 is rejected on the same grounds as claim 53. 
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Claim 62 is rejected on the same grounds as claim 54. 
Claim 63 is rejected on the same grounds as claim 55. 
Claim 64 is rejected on the same grounds as claim 56. 
Claim 65 is rejected on the same grounds as claim 57. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James H. Zurita whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6766. The examiner can normally be reached on 8a-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey Smith can be reached on 571-272-6763. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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James Zurita 
Patent Examiner 




